NJASFAA Executive Council Meeting Minutes

Rutgers University, Busch Campus, Room 122 ABC
July 21, 2006
Tuesday, June 20, 2006
Attended: Jim Anderson, Lissa Anderson, Karyn Arnold, Evelynne Blatt, Vince Davis, Gloria Green, Jean Hathaway, John Iacovelli, Gisele Joachim, Woodrow Lewis, Helen Mikulak, Ninfa Muller, Carmen Panlilio, Maribeth Quinn, Joseph Roberto, Larry Sharp, Karen Sokol, Linda Tunic, Karen Weber

The meeting was called to order at 9:39 am.  A quorum was established.
Secretary’s Report:  Evelynne Blatt

· Motion to approve the June 20-21 Executive Council meeting minutes moved by Karen Weber; seconded by Giselle Joachim.  Minutes were approved unanimously by a voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report:  Helen Mikulak on behalf of Dennis Levy and Adrienne Hynek
· Outstanding bills for 0506 for Journal and scholarships. Money will be brought forward from 0506 to 0607 to cover these amounts.

· Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report moved by Ninfa Muller; seconded by Carmen Panlilio.  Treasurer’s Report was approved unanimously by a voice vote.

Past President’s Report:  Carmen Panlilio

· Carmen passed out information on a financial aid podcast and requested that the association consider the request to participate.
· Received CORE materials from NASFAA and forwarded them the Training and Professional Development committee
· Rich Woodland is working on a summer reading list for the Executive Management series.
President-Elect:  Gisele Joachim

· Giselle appointed Larry Sharp and Maribeth Quinn as site chairs for the 07-08 Conference.
Budget:  Karen Sokol

· Karen passed out final budget for 06-07.
· Executive Management series will be a line item to make it clear that funding comes from surplus.
· Helen spoke with Sheila regarding the removal of the hotline from the budget.
· The committee decided that if the hotline runs it should be a product of Rutgers Financial Aid Office since it is housed and mainly run by Rutgers Financial Aid staff.  
· No funding for hotline should be solicited form Development committee. The idea of beginning a chat-room for financial aid questions in the future was discussed. 
· Transfer from savings will be reduced due to discontinuation of funding of hotline.

· Procurement Policy

· Policy is for goods, not services, as services are covered under the contract signing policy.
· An emergency clause was recommended for exigent circumstances.
· Contract Signing Policy

· Change the title of authorized signers to President and Vice President.
· Added section E – regarding requirements to add services to an existing contract.

· Motion to approve the changes to the Contract Signing Policy moved by Giselle Joachim; seconded by Karen Weber.  Contract Signing Policy with amendments was approved unanimously by a voice vote.

College Goal Sunday:  Maribeth Quinn

· CGS Development is being organized by Marion Twitchell.  

· Maribeth met with Marion Twitchell, Mike Bennett, John Iacovelli, and Adrienne Hynek about working with vendors to raise the estimated $10,000 - $25,000 that may be needed to run CGS.
· CGS is scheduled for January 28, 2007 with a snow date of February 11, 2007.
· Sites will be: (New Sites have an asterisk)
	· Rutgers, New Brunswick (Lilian Reilly – site chair)
	*NJIT (Monique Hutchings, TRIO coordinator – site chair)

	· Camden Site needed
	*Passaic County College – Patterson

	· Mercer County College – Trenton
	*Atlantic County site needed

	· Jersey City
	*Kean University – Union Campus

	
	*Neptune High School or Brookdale


· NJ Chambers of Commerce want to give certificates to students are ACG eligible.

Conference Committee Report: Ninfa Muller and Joe Roberto

· Helen thanked Vince Davis and Kimber Decker for getting the vendor information on line. Helen asked Vince to clarify with vendors that they cannot reserve menu items yet – they must wait until August to make their selections.

· Suggestions for sessions were solicited through the NJASFAA listserv.

· Fall Conference site information

· Helen is waiting for the 2 year contract for the Tropicana to arrive in the mail so she can sign it.

· Joe increased the number of rooms blocked for November 5th by 15.

· The standard room rate is $95/night, $129/night for the Havana Tower. 

· The conference will be in the standard tower because it is large enough to hold all of the sessions there.
· Room reservations are needed b October 5, 2006.  The reservation phone number is 1-800-247-8767. 
Development Committee Report: Vince Davis
· Packets have already been sent.
· Packets mention CGS.

EASFAA Update:  Maribeth Quinn

· EASFAA session proposals were sent via the EASFAA listserv.
· EASFAA will be presenting the Fall NASFAA training on verification at Brookdale Community College on October 20th.

Electronic Initiatives Committee Report: Larry Sharp

· The entire site has now been updated with Adrienne’s name.
· Committee chairs have been updated and password protection will be removed from the Executive Council listing and minutes.

· Magda and Larry will present training to committee chairs on use of ATAC system at the September 29th meeting.

· The site has received several upgrades:

· Comps and partial comps are now able to be processed.

· New system for username/password will allow for immediate retrieval through site instead of information being emailed.

· NJASFAA is the only group to limit vendor’s ability to select sponsorship items (no shopping cart ability). Larry recommended that the council discuss this. This would make the entire process cleaner and reduce the need for refunds.
Government Relations Committee Report: Jim Anderson and Jean Hathaway

· The committee is actively soliciting members.

· Tri-State, NYSFAA and PASFAA have begun organizing hill visits.

· Jim and Jean are considering a HERA update as a fall conference session. The information distributed at the NASFAA conference was useful and could be used and updated for a fall conference session.
Membership Committee Report: Karen Weber
· Membership is at 261.
· Karen sent an email to non-current members reminding them to join for the 06-07 year.
Multicultural Concerns Committee Report: Woody Lewis

· The committee received thank you notes from the scholarship recipients.
· The committee would like to present a workshop about multi-cultural concerns.
Newsletter and Journal Committee Report: Lissa Anderson
· The journal will be distributed at the Spring Conference to attendees to highlight the previous year.  
· Distributing the journal this way will decrease the money spent on postage and those who do not attend will have the journal mailed along with a reminder to renew their membership.
Novice Training Committee Report:  Carmen Panlilio
· Members are listed on the website
Speakers Bureau Committee Report:  Gloria Green
· Gloria is in the process of verifying the names of those participating in the speaker’s bureau and will reprint the brochures once that is complete.
Sunshine Committee Report: Linda Tunick

· Linda requested that everyone supply their birthday.
Training and Professional Development Committee Report: Sharon Austin

The first meeting will be on August 24th. There are currently 22 members of the committee.
· EASFAA will be presenting the Fall NASFAA training on verification at Brookdale Community College on October 20th. Gloria Green and Karyn Arnold
Leadership Committee Report: John Iacovelli

· John will be in contact with one of the author’s of “Toxic Co-Workers” to be a presenter for the Fall Conference.

· Maribeth mentioned that Ann Barton from EASFAA is interested in presenting at the Fall Conference.  Maribeth will ask Ann to contact John.
HESAA Update: John Iacovelli

· The July 8th budget:
· $2 billion was for higher education

· TAG and veterans programs received increases while OSRP received a decrease.  All other merit programs received level funding.

· Revised SENs will go out with in 10-12 days of the governor signing the budget.
Old Business
· In order to complete process for logo trademarking Maribeth needs the dates the logo, the name, and the acronym were first used as well as a check for $975 to pay the filing fee.
New Business

· My Rich Uncle put out ads that question the integrity of financial aid officers.

· Giselle will take the lead in composing a response.
· My Rich Uncle ads were put out before they began processing FFEL loans.
Motion to adjourn moved by Woody Lewis; seconded by Karen Weber and unanimously approved by a voice vote at 11:45 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Evelynne Blatt

NJASFAA Secretary
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