NJASFAA Executive Council Meeting Minutes
Rutgers University

July 20, 2007

Attended:  Lissa Anderson, Francine Andrea, Evelynne Blatt, Catherine Boscher-Murphy, Vince Davis, Gloria Green, Jean Hathaway, Adrienne Hynek, Gisele Joachim, Helen Mikulak, Ninfa Mueller, Maribeth Quinn, Karen Sokol, Linda Tunick, Marion Twitchell, Karen Weber

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m.  A quorum was established.

Officer Reports:
President:  Gisele Joachim

· The NASFAA Conference in Washington, D.C was a success.  NJASFAA members who attended participated in Hill visits.

· At the conference, Michael Bennett was installed as a National Chair.  David Sheridan received the NASFAA State and Regional Leadership Award.

· Gisele sent her first quarterly e-mail blast to the NJASFAA list on July 1.

Secretary:  Karen Weber

· Motion to approve the Executive Council Retreat minutes moved by Helen Mikulak; seconded by Karen Sokol.  Minutes were approved unanimously by a voice vote.

Treasurer:  Evelynne Blatt

· Evelynne will distribute a revised Profit & Loss Statement with the correct budget.
Past President:  Helen Mikulak

· The next Board of Directors meeting will be held at the fall conference.

EASFAA Update:  Helen Mikulak

· The breakfast that was held in Connecticut with its legislators was a success, with over 90 participants.
· EASFAA’s Government Relations Committee has requested that a New Jersey member serve on its committee, with the goal of creating a relationship with key legislators in New Jersey.
HESAA Update:  Francine Andrea

· Application volume for the TAG program has increased by 40 percent.
· Application volume for the NJCLASS program has increased by 145 percent in this week compared to the same week last year.

· The next HESAA Board meeting will be held on July 25.  At this meeting, the board will adopt the TAG Award Table for 2007-2008.  A new board chairperson and vice chairperson, as well as the Student Advisory Committee chairperson and vice chairperson, will be sworn in as board members.
· Fran encouraged NJASFAA members to contact Assembly members concerning bills of importance to the financial aid profession.
Committee Reports:

Conference:  Maribeth Quinn

· All five general sessions are confirmed.  Nine out of twelve concurrent sessions are confirmed.

· An agenda will be posted to our Web site in August.

· The committee is putting together a list of entertainment options for Monday evening.
· Richard Woodland will be honored on Tuesday evening.

· Samantha Benson is sending letters to businesses to request donations for our tricky tray.

· The theme will be decided at the next committee meeting, which will be held on August 7.

Development:  Vince Davis

· Vince sent information regarding participation, costs and logistics to 35 vendors and will send this to seven more vendors.  He has received a verbal commitment from seven.

· He will follow up with e-mails and phone calls in the next two months.

· We will accept vendor ads in our conference program.  We discussed whether we will accept ads on our Web site.  Gisele will send a survey to a few states requesting feedback on this issue.

Government Relations:

· Comments on the NPRM regarding student loan issues must be received by August 13.  NJASFAA members may send comments to Gisele, who will put together a response.
Membership:  Ninfa Mueller

· Ninfa sent an e-mail to non-current members to remind them to renew their membership.

· The association has 253 members.

Multicultural:

· Teresa Pupo will be co-chair with Manny Loera.
· The first committee meeting will be held on July 24.
Public Relations:  Catherine Boscher-Murphy

· Cathi distributed our updated NJASFAA brochure, which was distributed at the Hill visits.

· She will post a message to the NJASFAA list to notify members of the Hill visits.

Scholarship:  Jean Hathaway

· Jean received all scholarship materials from Karyn Arnold.

Speakers Bureau:  Lissa Anderson and Gloria Green

· Lissa and Gloria will send a letter to guidance counselors in August, with a copy of our Speakers Bureau brochure, to publicize the Bureau.

· Gisele requested feedback on where NJASFAA members are doing presentations, so we can determine areas of the state that are not covered.

Sunshine:  Linda Tunick

· The committee sent a fruit basket to Joe Roberto and a card to Sharon Austin.

Training and Professional Development:  Karen Sokol

· The first committee meeting will be held in August.

· The committee is working on a session on lender lists for the fall conference.

Motion to adjourn moved by Helen Mikulak; seconded by Evelynne Blatt and unanimously approved at 11:45 a.m.
