NJASFAA Executive Council Meeting Minutes

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
October 26, 2007

Attended:  Lissa Anderson, Francine Andrea, Karyn Arnold, Sharon Austin, Evelynne Blatt, Catherine Boscher-Murphy, Vince Davis, Donna Fojtlin, Gloria Green, Gisele Joachim, Dennis Levy, Helen Mikulak, Maribeth Quinn, Karen Sokol, Matt Spina, 
Linda Tunick, Karen Weber, Debra Wulff

The meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m.  A quorum was established.

Officer Reports:

President:  Gisele Joachim

· Gisele is looking for one NJASFAA representative, in addition to Stephanie Fitzsimmons, to serve on NJACSA.
· A meeting with sector representatives will be held on October 29 to discuss the Student Loan Code of Conduct.

· Gisele sent her second quarterly e-mail blast to the NJASFAA list on October 1.

· She received an e-mail asking if retired NJASFAA members are required to pay for their membership.  A suggestion was made that we charge them a reduced fee.  Ninfa Mueller will draft a new policy for retired members, for Executive Council review.
Secretary:  Karen Weber

· Motion to approve the September 21 Executive Council meeting minutes moved by Evelynne Blatt; seconded by Helen Mikulak.  Minutes were approved unanimously by a voice vote.

Treasurer:  Evelynne Blatt

· Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report moved by Karen Weber; seconded by Sharon Austin.  Treasurer’s Report was approved unanimously by a voice vote.

Past President:  Helen Mikulak

· The next Board of Directors meeting will be held at the fall conference.

President Elect:  Debra Wulff

· Debra is looking for another NJASFAA member to attend the NASFAA Leadership Conference with her in March.

EASFAA Update:  Helen Mikulak

· Helen and Maribeth will attend the next EASFAA Executive Council meeting, to be held October 28 to 30 in Portland, Maine.

· EASFAA would like nominations from each state for volunteer of the month, for members active in NJASFAA and EASFAA. 
HESAA Update:  Francine Andrea
Fran informed us of items that were discussed at the October 24, 2007 HESAA Board meeting.  The board adopted its FY2009 budget policy statement.  The budget committee made the following recommendations.

· Fund TAG at a one-year lag in tuition for the neediest students; two-year lag for students with an NJEI in the second cell; and a three-year lag for all other students.
· An increase in funding for the Part-Time TAG Program, the NJSTARS and NJSTARS II Programs.
· An increase in funding for the Coordinated Garden State Scholarship Program, to restore award values to $1,000.
· The first NJACSA meeting was held this week.  The committee reviewed the Web site and discussed future developments.

Committee Reports:
College Goal Sunday:  Debra Wulff

· The committee will meet this afternoon.  Debra will distribute updated printed materials to the site coordinators.
· The Web site has been updated and the volunteer section is operational.

· Sharon Austin will be Volunteer chair.

Conference:  Maribeth Quinn

· The committee met yesterday at the Tropicana.

· Program journal books will be distributed.

· We will have a Toys for Tots collection.

· A tricky tray auction and a 50-50 raffle will be held to raise money for our scholarship fund.

Development:  Vince Davis

· There will be 30 vendor booths at the fall conference.

Electronic Initiatives:  Matt Spina

· We would like our Web site to be more interactive and useful.

· Matt and Larry will check with ATAC to see what sections are being used and report back to Executive Council for further discussion.
Government Relations Committee:  Dennis Levy

The committee will:

· Prepare a handout to summarize highlights of the College Cost Reduction and Access Act, for distribution at the fall conference.

· Focus on hosting a breakfast meeting at the New Jersey State House.
· Provide training to Executive Council on the New Jersey Legislative Web site.

· Continue to explore how to develop a lengthier promo piece for legislators, in addition to our NJASFAA brochure, to help elevate the NJASFAA name and explain what financial aid administrators do.

· Consider sending a letter to legislators, as a first step toward re-establishing our profession as a good profession.

· Hold an open meeting at the fall conference.
Membership:

· The association has 347 members.
Mentoring:  Karyn Arnold

The committee is planning the following:

· “Meet and Greet” breakfast for new NJASFAA members at the fall conference.

· Visit the Rutgers University Office of Financial Aid to see its paperless office.

· Visit HESAA.

· Invitation to attend our March 14 Executive Council meeting.

Non-Traditional:  Donna Fojtlin

· The first committee meeting was held on October 4.  Members discussed the Code of Conduct and preferred lender lists.

· Donna distributed information on the NASFAA Fall Training workshop, to be held at Brookdale Community College on November 14.

Speakers Bureau:  Lissa Anderson and Gloria Green

· The committee created a flyer for the fall conference packets.
· The Web site has been updated.  We have volunteers for all 21 counties.

Training and Professional Development:  Sharon Austin and Karen Sokol

· The committee would like to collect names of NJASFAA members to be contacted as subject matter experts.

· NASFAA Fall Training will be held at Brookdale Community College on November 14.

Motion to adjourn moved by Karen Weber; seconded by Helen Mikulak and unanimously approved at 12:15 p.m.
