NJASFAA Executive Council Meeting Minutes

Somerset County Technology Institute

December 14, 2007

Attended:  Lissa Anderson, Sharon Austin, Evelynne Blatt, Catherine Boscher-Murphy, Vince Davis, Donna Fojtlin, Gloria Green, Jean Hathaway, Gisele Joachim, Dennis Levy, Manny Loera, Helen Mikulak, Ninfa Mueller, Maribeth Quinn, Karen Sokol, Karen Struthers, Marion Twitchell, Karen Weber
The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m.  A quorum was established.

Officer Reports:

President:  Gisele Joachim

· Gisele thanked Maribeth, Larry and the entire conference committee for a successful conference.
· She received a request to produce a list of conference attendees for future conferences.
Secretary:  Karen Weber

· Motion to approve the October 26 Executive Council meeting minutes moved by Helen Mikulak; seconded by Ninfa Mueller.  Minutes were approved unanimously by a voice vote.

Treasurer:  Evelynne Blatt

· Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report moved by Karen Weber; seconded by Helen Mikulak.  Treasurer’s Report was approved unanimously by a voice vote.

Past President:  Helen Mikulak

· The Board of Directors met at the fall conference.  There was a discussion regarding the Student Loan Code of Conduct.
· Helen will reach out to NJASFAA members in January for Executive Council nominations for 2008-2009.

EASFAA Update:  Helen Mikulak
· The next EASFAA Executive Council meeting will be held February 24 to 26 in Connecticut.

· EASFAA would like nominations from each state for volunteer of the month, for members active in NJASFAA and EASFAA. 

Committee Reports:
Awards and Recognition:  Catherine Boscher-Murphy

· At the fall conference, NJASFAA recognized Richard Woodland for his 30 years of service to the association.
Conference:  Maribeth Quinn

· The conference went very well and evaluations were good.  Members liked the Tropicana and the sessions.
· The Toys for Tots collection, tricky tray auction and 50-50 raffles were all successful.
· The committee recommended that we have a full-day spring conference, instead of a spring training event, as was discussed at our June retreat.
· We discussed possible locations for our 2008 fall conference.

Development:  Vince Davis

· Vince will send a letter to vendors asking if they would like to have a booth at our spring conference.

Government Relations:  Dennis Levy

The committee held an open meeting at the fall conference.  It would like to:
· Increase participation and reach out to new members.
· Host a breakfast meeting at the New Jersey State House.

· Provide training to Executive Council and possibly the general membership on the New Jersey Legislative Web site.

· The next meeting will be held on January 16.

Membership:  Ninfa Mueller

· The association has 420 members.

Mentoring:  Marion Twitchell

· The breakfast at the fall conference for new NJASFAA members was a success.

Multicultural:  Manny Loera

The committee met on December 11.  It would like to:

· Send monthly e-mail blasts to the NJASFAA list to identify “cultural” people.

· Target high schools in urban cities for high school nights.
· Raise money for the NJASFAA scholarship.

· Volunteer for College Goal Sunday and the Speakers Bureau.
Non-Traditional:  Donna Fojtlin

· The committee will meet quarterly.  The next meeting will be held on January 15.

Public Relations:  Catherine Boscher-Murphy

· Cathi will distribute a press release to local newspapers in January or February regarding College Goal Sunday and high school nights.

· She reached out to PR contacts at all institutions for College Goal Sunday.

Scholarship:  Jean Hathaway

· Jean will send announcements for the scholarship in January.
Speakers Bureau:  Lissa Anderson and Gloria Green

· Lissa and Gloria would like members to notify them where they are doing presentations.
Training and Professional Development:  Sharon Austin and Karen Sokol

· Spring workshops include Verification training in February, Support Staff training in March and a loan workshop in May.

· Suggestions for other training topics include counseling techniques, leadership training and ACG and SMART.

Motion to adjourn moved by Karen Sokol; seconded by Evelynne Blatt and unanimously approved at 11:45 a.m.
