NJASFAA Executive Council Meeting Minutes

Mercer County Community College

October 16, 2009

Attended: Francine Andrea, Sharon Austin, Catherine Boscher-Murphy, Jean Brine, Michael Corso, Vince Davis, Linda Gayton, Grace Ann Gilgio, Ninfa Mueller, Maribeth Quinn, Karen Sokol, Maurice Thomas, Karen Weber, Doug Wilson, Deb Wulff, Bilquis Zaka

The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m.  A quorum was established.

Officer Reports:

Past President-Deb Wulff  began the meeting on Direct Lending updates and recommended schools to have discussions at respective sites on the upcoming changes. 

· Conference calls are in the works

· NASFAA Conference proposals have been sent out to members.

· Future conference sites are planned to be held in Chicago 2011 and Boston 2012

President-Elect: Ninfa Mueller

· No report

Vice President: Christine Petersen

· No report

Secretary:  Bilquis Zaka

· Motion to approve the September18 Executive Council meeting minutes moved by Sharon Austin; seconded by Jean Brine.  Minutes were approved unanimously by a voice vote.

Treasurer: Douglas Wilson

· Now enrolled in Wachovia online banking
· D. Wulff inquired about electronic signing. Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report moved by Christine Pearson; seconded by Mike Corso.  Treasurer’s Report was approved unanimously by a voice vote.
Committee Reports:

Awards and Recognition: 
· No report

Board of Directors: Meeting at 11:00 AM arrangements have been made with Stacey Salinas

College Goal Sunday:  Fran Andrea for Lissa Anderson

College Goal Sunday:  All marketing has been presented.  Since the previous printing company went out business, Amy Novosel (CGS Marketing Chair from HESAA), was able to locate a new company at a large cost savings. The materials have been completed. A letter was sent to Directors to encourage staff to participate. (NJASFAA needs to legislate to promote public service.)??? 
· A teleconference was conducted with the National Organization of YWCA, which recognized New Jersey as the top state to serve the right students. A request was discussed with the YWCA for payment of buses to help to get students to our sites. 
· An attempt will be made to get Mayor Cory Booker from Newark, New Jersey to visit the Newark site. 
· Financial Aid experts are needed at the sites this year and this was the major area of need but staff is limited in this area. Parents have commented that assistance at the terminal is needed. Mike Corso asked, “How can we leverage the support?” Fran informed that collaboration is key. 
· Provision of High school guidance workshops, calls are coming in from undergraduate and graduate level and it is important to note that students can volunteer. Volunteer report will go out next week. 
· Trenton and Camden sites, have not seen the volume as in comparison to other sites, thus the provision of buses may help.  Mike Corso: Sundays are typically not a good day for certain groups. Debra Wulff: encourage the students if they can’t make it to go to the nearest Financial Aid Office.  Fran also mentioned that outreach has been done to the Black Minister Caucus. 
Conference:  Vince Davis and Deb Wulff

· Revised room rate will hopefully stimulate registrants

· 148 as of now. Conference is set with minor details left. 

* Stacy Salinas also sent an updated report via e-mail

Development:  Vince Davis

· 14 vendors are planned to be present at the NJASFAA conference, which will include 1 returning vendor and new ones. If everyone pays, $20,000 will be raised. Deb Wulff asked if a retreat is possible and to look into using a school versus a hotel. Ninfa Mueller will looking into it and requested the dates. June seems to be a good month.
Constitution and Bylaws: Catherine Boscher-Murphy recommendations were sent for changes regarding wording of Vice President’s tasks, member fees, and electronic mail 

Electronic Initiatives: Larry Sharp

· No report

Finance-Christine Peterson

· Meeting held on 9/18. A discussion was conducted on the Vice President’s responsibility 

· Decided that a Chairman of Membership Committee should be a part of the Finance Committee.

· Bank statements can be accessed online.

· With the exception of locating a fee invoice from College Goal Sunday, audit was okay. A meeting will be held with the auditor after the council meeting today(10/16/09) to discuss guidelines on what is being done, is deemed correct. There are 16 unpaid members and a reminder will be sent.

· A budget was devised on how much will be charged in terms of meals etc., and a question relating to what is reimbursed in terms of travel was asked. Fran Andrea responded that there are specifics guidelines relating to travel.

· Catherine Boscher-Murphy reviewed section 8:15 on allowable costs authorized for the President. 

· A review was done on who attends the leadership conference. Committee also explored cost on the issue of storing NJASFAA documents via web.

*Hard copy of minutes was also distributed. 

Government Relations: Francine Andrea

· Meetings are on a regular basis and the next one is 10/22. Emails were sent out and working on October “Hot Topics”

HESAA Update:  Francine Andrea

· A presentation will be put together discussing federal and state updates

· NJClass loans almost at 300,000. Volume has increased enormously. There are outstanding school certifications and the use of option 3 cannot be utilized.

· Christine Petersen asked for e-mails to be sent as reminders.

· Fran mentioned the need to be aware that the federal laws will be outside of financial laws so training will be provided but reserving is recommended ASAP. The training is scheduled for the first week of December.

· HESAA board meeting will take place on 10/21/09 where budget and policy recommendation will take place next year’s budget. Fran reminded members to monitor the TAG roster and make whatever cancellations are necessary who are required by regulations.  

· Encourage students to sit on the student advisory committee

· Ninfa Mueller asked about ch.33 Veterans and Fran mentioned that a presentation is scheduled to cover this topic at the conference.

· Mike Corso-talked about the amount of rejects for Dependency overrides and asked about (question no#54 & 56) independency issues.

· Catherine Boscher-Murphy requested that Financial Aid officials are informed of the change in policy or to be given a set of rules that can be followed, so the due diligence can be done ahead of time. Fran Andrea: So that all students are looked at regardless HESAA staff have been working overtime, including Saturdays and evenings.

Membership:  Jean Brine

· The association has 345 members-77 are new members and others are renewals; the committee are trying to draft an e-mail to join the NJASFAA family

Mentoring: Karen Weber/Maurice Thomas

· Breakfast and lunch will be held for new members at the conference

· Encouraging Toys For Tots at NJASFAA conference and a trip to Rutgers Financial Aid office to tour the paperless office on 12/8

Multicultural:  Manny Loera 

· No report

NJACSA-Karyn Arnold/Vince Tunstall 

· No report

Nominations and Elections: Deb Wulff

· No report

Non-Traditional-Grace Giglio 

· No report
Public Relations:  Linda Glayton

· No official report, but more involvement is needed for College Goal Sunday.

· Reached out to William Paterson to volunteer 

Scholarship: Mike Corso

· No official report. Deb Wulff: requested to send an e-mail 

Training and Professional Development:  Sharon Austin

· Only update given for Fall conference

· Next meeting to be held Friday, 10/23/09 to begin putting the sessions together

Old business:  none

New business: none

Motion to adjourn moved by Karen Sokol seconded by Sharon Austin and unanimously approved at 11:21 a.m.
