NJASFAA Government Relations Committee
Report to Executive Council, September 29, 2006

Jean Hathaway and Jim Anderson, Co-Chairs

The first meeting of the full membership of the Government Relations Committee took place on September 21st at Rutgers University.  In attendance were Jean Hathaway and Jim Anderson, Co-Chairs, along with Gloria Green, Berry Riquez, Lucy Fernandez, Leslie Samuels and Chani Jacobowitz.  Luis Gonzalez and Yvonne Nunez were unable to attend.
The meeting began with a lengthy discussion concerning the GRC session at the fall conference.  The consensus of the committee was that a panel discussion concerning the Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG) and the National Science and Mathematics Access to Retain Talent Grant (Natiobal SMART) would be most appropriate.  Prospective moderators and panelists were identified and the committee is reaching out to these individuals at this time.

(Subsequent to the meeting it was learned that Jeff Baker would be providing the federal update at the conference and would not doubt be covering these new programs. The Committee will move forward with a session on this topic to give conference attendees an opportunity to hear how colleagues are implementing the programs on their campuses.)
The balance of the meeting was devoted to reviewing the recommendations of the Executive Council which were delineated in the 2004-2009 Long Range Strategic Plan.  The Committee embraced most of the goals in the plan and will take steps to put many of them in place as the year progresses.  One of the goals was to maintain a close working relationship with HESAA and to report back to the Council on developments at HESAA and with state issues in general.  It was felt that Gloria Green’s membership on the committee will greatly help in delivering on that objective.

The Committee plans to meet on a monthly basis, generally in the weeks preceding Executive Council meetings.  The next two meetings were scheduled for October 24th and November 16th.  

