NJASFAA Government Relations Committee
October 24, 2006 Meeting Minutes 
Jean Hathaway and Jim Anderson, Co-Chairs

The meeting came to order at 1:45 p.m of the Government Relations Committee at Rutgers University.  In attendance were Jean Hathaway and Jim Anderson, Co-Chairs, along with Gloria Green, , Lucy Fernandez, Leslie Samuels and Chani Jacobowitz.  Luis Gonzalez, Yvonne Nunez, and Betty Riquez were unable to attend.  David Sheridan also joined the meeting.
The meeting began with David Sheridan, Chair of NASFAA Federal Relations Committee.  He had requested to attend the meeting so he could get some insight of the “hot topics” across the campuses and report back to NASFAA.  He reported that NASFAA is gathering together a network of colleagues to tackle four major issues:  AGC/SMART, loan issues, general provisions, and institutional accreditation.  NASFAA is also planning on developing some type of materials to educate high school guidance counselors on AGC/SMART, and any feedback or information would be appreciated.  David also made mention of the Dear Colleague Letter (GEN-06-018) from October 20, 2006 that addresses many changes and concerns on the two new grants, specifically definition of an academic year and fourth year National SMART.
Secretary Spellings Commission report was discussed at length.  The overall consensus of her report was there was not any real “substance” to it, and most issues did not pertain to Title IV funding.  
David also discussed reauthorization and how is seems to be coming out in “piece meal.”  This seems to be due the fact congress has an extension until June 2007-reference Higher Education Extension Act HR6138, passed September 27, 2006.
After David’s report, the committee discussed how we can assist in getting the feedback to NASFAA.  After brainstorming some ideas, the committee decided a survey would be distributed to the membership, preferably before the Fall Conference, to gather information on how Institutions are handling the awarding of the two new grants and what challenges, issues, etc., they are currently facing.  We also felt that knowing the number of actual Pell recipients that are eligible for these awards would be useful to report back to NASFAA, along with how did this effect other aid packaging?  Did it lower need, replace Institutional/Campus based-aid, or reduce/cancel loans?  The survey will be in a multiple choice/ranking form, with a comment section at the end.  Lucy Fernandez and Jean Hathaway will be working on the development of this survey.
Jim Anderson suggested that since our next meeting will be after the elections, our goal/agenda for the next meeting should be discussing congressional concerns and perhaps reaching out to the appropriate officials.

The next meeting will be Wednesday, November 15th, at 1:30 at the New Brunswick Rutgers University Financial Aid Office.  This is a change from the prior schedule.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:30 p.m.

