NJASFAA Government Relations Committee
November 15, 2006 
Jean Hathaway and Jim Anderson, Co-Chairs

The meeting came to order at 2:00 p.m. of the Government Relations Committee at Rutgers University.  In attendance were Jean Hathaway and Jim Anderson, Co-Chairs, along with Lucy Fernandez, and Leslie Samuels.
The meeting began with a review and discussion of the AGC/SMART Survey that was e-mailed to the committee members last week.  It was decided there would be a minor change to one of the questions, which Lucy Fernandez will work on.  Jean Hathaway will contact Larry Sharp, Chair of the Electronic Initiatives Committee, to get the survey posted to the NJASFAA website.  Once that is complete an e-mail announcement will go out to the membership asking to participate in the survey.  Members will need to log-on using their NJASFAA ID and once they submit the survey, they cannot log-on again to complete. This will avoid duplicate answers, etc.  Jean will also check with Larry to see if it is feasible to only allow one log-on per Institution.  Hopefully, the survey will be posted to the website and the e-mail will go out to the membership the week after the Thanksgiving Holiday.
The next item discussed was the recent federal elections. With each New Jersey incumbent winning re-election, there will be no new members.   Jim Anderson suggested that we should identify any New Jersey US Senator or Member of Congress who might have membership on committees having relevance to student financial assistance programs.  Once these members are identified, the committee will send a letter of introduction to the elected official.  

The committee then discussed how it should interact with HESAA.  Jim will follow up with committee member Gloria Green to ask how the committee can better meet its charge to serve as a contact point for HESAA in submitted ideas on how to streamline the processes and policies related to the administration of state programs. 
The committee also discussed the “long range strategic plan”, and if we are on the right track with some of the goals.  Overall, we think we are.  However, the goal of  “Designing an awareness campaign for campuses, incorporating a campus-version of the NJASFAA brochure” was unclear to the committee and we felt it sounds more a  public relations task.  Jim will follow up with Maribeth Quinn to clarify the intent of this goal.
The next meeting, is schedule for Thursday, December 14th at 11:00 for a “Holiday Luncheon meeting.”
