Minutes of the NJASFAA Government Relations Committee Meeting
July 22, 2009

Princeton Theological Seminary

The first meeting of the 2009-2010 NJASFAA Government Relations Committee (GRC) was convened on July 22, 2009 at 10 am at Princeton Theological Seminary (PTS).  Co-Chairs Michael Livio of PTS and Gloria Green of NJHESAA conducted the meeting.  Committee members in attendance included Ben Eley of Princeton University, Christine LaMacchia of Ocean County College, Maribeth Quinn of Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center, Jim Anderson of Sallie Mae, Pat Guli of Montclair State University, Wendy Mahonski of edamerica and Stella James of William Paterson University  (via conference phone).  Absent from the meeting were Ed Hill of PNC and Michael Locke of Passaic County Community College.

Following introductions, Jim Anderson agreed to take notes and Michael Livio agreed to post the minutes to the NJASFAA web site.

The first topic discussed was a review of the responsibilities of the GRC as defined by NJASFAA leadership at past retreats.
Position Papers/Solicitation of Feedback from the Membership

Jim Anderson commented that it is often difficult for the GRC to take a position on a topic when there may not be general agreement from the membership on that point of view.  An example of such difficulties was the lack of consensus this past year on the restructuring of the federal loan programs.

Despite these challenges it would be desirable to solicit feedback from the membership on issues and for the GRC to report the impact of actual or proposed legislative or regulatory changes.

Gloria Green mentioned that in years past the GRC endeavored to review the Federal Register/ Notices of Proposed Rulemaking on important topics and send out a summary to the membership.

Jim Anderson suggested that the committee focus such efforts on state issues since there are numerous entities that already look carefully at federal issues (i.e., NASFAA, EASFAA, Mark Kantrowitz).  Another approach would be to simply send information to the membership via email including links to relevant web sites.  Gloria Green recommended that the committee attempt to send out a monthly summary to the membership on current topics.
The second recommended duty of the committee is for the co-chairs to moderate sessions at the Fall and Spring conferences.  On this point, committee members suggested as examples of topics for the Fall conference, year round Pell or the proposed changes to the Perkins Program.  There was discussion about crafting a session for the Fall conference after Congress completes its work on these issue but Maribeth Quinn reminded everyone that the Conference Committee is finalizing the agenda for the Fall conference now.  Maribeth suggested that we try to set up Department of Education sessions as concurrent sessions as opposed to the customary general session.  
Training  
The committee is charged with providing training in conjunction with EASFAA and NASFAA training.  The committee members believe that such activities should be coordinated with the Training Committee.  The Committee would research what NASFAA’s Fall Training would cover.
Relative to the Fall conference, Michael Livio recommended that the committee sponsor a session on the Direct Loan Program and ask school representatives that recently converted to sit on a panel and discuss their experiences.  This is a particularly important topic given the possibility that all schools might be required to convert to DL for the 2010-11 academic year.  The committee felt that this session should not include a representative of the DOE.

Interaction with Elected Officials – Informing the Membership of Contact Information of Legislators
Gloria Green suggested that the committee’s main focus here would be to organize a legislative breakfast for New Jersey elected officials in Trenton.  The GRC for the prior year attempted to organize a breakfast but did not get it organized in time.  This year there must be early planning for the event which will take place in March.  Maribeth Quinn offered to coordinate the event and mentioned that the Connecticut association has been doing this successfully for years.
The meeting then moved on to tasks the committee should be scheduling now.  There was a discussion about putting out a monthly email on the committee’s activities and everyone agreed this was a good idea.  Michael Livio and Gloria Green agreed to take responsibility for the first email to go out in mid-September.  Committee members are encouraged to send ideas and feedback to Michael and Gloria.  Maribeth Quinn and Ben Eley will handle the October email, Pat Guli and Wendy Mahonski the November email and other committee members will be assigned future months.

One thing that Michael will include in the September email is that there is a link on the NJASFAA web site that links to the New Jersey Assembly.  Maribeth suggested that we should add a link to federal elected officials as well.

Regarding emails that the committee will be sending out, it was mentioned that the NJASFAA web site does not facilitate the forwarding of emails to the membership.  If there is good information from another organization such as EASFAA, the email cannot be forwarded but would need to be “cut and pasted.”  It is hoped that the email function on the NJASFAA web site can be enhanced to permit forwarding emails.
The final topic for the meeting was to develop a schedule of future meetings and the following dates were selected:

September 17th
October 22nd
December 10th
January 28th
February 25th
April 8th
Committee members agreed that Princeton Theological Seminary is a good location for committee meetings and most future meetings will be held at PTS.

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm.

Jim Anderson
