NJASFAA Government Relations Committee Minutes
October 22, 2009

Princeton Theological Seminary
Attending:  Jim Anderson, Ben Eley, Gloria Green, Michael Livio, Maribeth Quinn, Wendy Mahonski, 

Mike Livio began the meeting with a review of the first monthly email from the committee to the membership.  He said there had been only a few comments from the membership but the feedback was all positive.  Mike said that we experienced some technical difficulties due to limitations within the NJASFAA email system, but we will have to deal with it.  One of the complications is that we must include the full link in the text of the email.
Ben Eley suggested that a future topic be the Net Price Calculator even though implementation is still a couple of years off.  We should describe options to the membership (create your own version, use the DOE calculator, use a vendor product).

There was then some significant discussion concerning student loan reform.  SAFRA was discussed and it was mentioned that the Senate Democrats were trying to push through the president’s proposal using the budget reconciliation process which would require only a simple majority.  Maribeth Quinn mentioned that Justin Draeger of NASFAA told the EASFAA Government Relations Committee that ECASLA would not be renewed.  Wendy Mahonski noted that Jeff Baker (DOE) reported at the PASFAA Conference that the DOE will not be able to support the migration of 4,000 FFELP schools to Direct Lending by July 1, 2010. 
Ben asked why there wasn’t a session planned for the NJASFAA Conference on schools planning to move to Direct Lending.
Jim Anderson discussed the Senate committee deliberations on student loan reform and said that they were a long way from bringing this issue to closure.  Wendy then suggested that the committee send out the legislative timeline on student loan reform, as a flyer similar to the one released by Sallie Mae.    Mike said that other state associations had taken a position on the issue even if it was to simply push Congress to act quickly on this issue.

Maribeth agreed to do a write-up on the debate and provide a legislative timeline.

It was mentioned that EASFAA had sent out a survey to schools asking for their views on student loan reform as it relates to their readiness and ability to switch to Direct Loans by July 1, 2010.  Mike said that he had proposed to Evelynne Blatt that NJASFAA send out a similar survey but it has not happened.
EASFAA is drafting a letter based on the results of the survey.  Gisele Joachim is chairperson of the EASFAA Government Relations Committee.  Maribeth suggested that we should invite Gisele to one of our next meetings.  

Regarding EASFAA, Maribeth mentioned that the association was thinking about moving to an institutional membership structure.  This change could result in a sharp increase in membership.
The upcoming NJASFAA Conference was discussed briefly.  It was suggested that the Conference Committee look into having Wynette Richardson of Brown University, who is the EASFAA Secretary, attend the conference and give an EASFAA update.

Finally, there was a brief discussion concerning the proposed legislative breakfast.  GRC needs to identify the next step needed to plan for and conduct the breakfast.  It was agreed to hold a meeting at the Fall Conference of the committee members in attendance and to invite people who were key participants at the previous breakfast.

Meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Anderson 
