NJASFAA Government Relations Committee Minutes
December 10, 2009

Princeton Theological Seminary

Attending:  Jim Anderson, Fran Andrea, Ben Eley, Nedi Goga, Gloria Green, Michael Livio, Matt Orth Maribeth Quinn 
The meeting began with introductions.  Matt Orth of EdAmerica  is a new committee member.  

Fran Andrea gave a detailed overview of the legislative breakfast.  She noted that with a change in the Governor’s office things would be in limbo for a period of time.  The GRC should nonetheless plan for the breakfast and anticipate that it will occur during the first two weeks of March.  Setting an exact date will depend on getting access to the Appropriations and Education Committee schedule.  Fran said that the best way to invite legislators was to stuff their mailboxes with invitations, something the HESAA staff can do for us.
At the previous breakfast, attendance by NJASFAA members was limited to school representatives, Executive Council members and HESAA staff.  Vendor representatives were not included by design.

Issues will continue to shift between now and March so the points NJASFAA may want to emphasize may also shift.  The main concern right now is the deficit in the current year budget and the projected $8 billion deficit for the next budget year.  As a result of these daunting challenges, our message must be on-topic and focused.

Two years ago at the last breakfast, the impact statement was on TAG.  We were also in the middle of the student loan controversy and the membership was anxious to present a positive impression for the profession.

As a follow-up to the meeting it was suggested that we put together a package of information, including a CD with student testimonials.  
As for the location for the breakfast, the new Governor will determine which areas in the State House will be available for functions like the breakfast.  The Welcome Center is not ideal as it is not close to the committee meeting rooms.  Rooms 101 and 103 are the best rooms and what we used two years ago.

We must decide whether we want to invite legislators only or legislators and their staff.

Next steps include working on a letter to the legislators to have ready for the January meeting of the GRC.  We must also discuss soon who will attend the breakfast, drawing from the committee, council and HESAA.
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Jim Anderson

