NJASFAA Government Relations Committee 
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, August 17, 2011
Princeton Theological Seminary

Committee Members

Jim Anderson, Lissa Anderson, Evelynne Blatt, Michael Corso, Nedi Goga, Michal Livio, Ivon Nunez

In Attendance: 

Evelynne Blatt, Nedi Goga, Michal Livio, Ivon Nunez

Meeting Schedule

Meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of each month.  Those who can attend in person, great, if not, conference call.

Goals, Objectives, Plans

The following annual goals were discussed and approved at the NJASFAA Executive Retreat over the summer.

The group started with an idea of working toward an outreach effort to begin to education legislators and college and university administrators. This would be a longer term goal. As a step in building a relationship with those constituents, we will reach out to those constituents in an outreach email to educate and inform these constituents while also providing a relationship with NJASFAA.

Emails will be sent monthly for 9 months with a different topic each month. Topics such as a primer on federal loans (change in interest rates, 3 year CDR, graduate subsidy change, etc), eligibility issues that affect enrollment, the power of Pell and TAG, consumer information, transparency, gainful employment, graduate issues, etc. 

GRC will reach out to several people for ideas and information on these topics that would be combined into a single topic. The goal of these emails and this outreach is that NJASFAA takes a role in shaping policy, we educate our campuses, etc. as well as to help develop a better understanding of financial aid.

This would go hand in hand with legislative visits. Members of the committee will meet with legislators around the state and develop a relationship with them. GRC will need an alias or email account of governmentrelations@njasfaa.org that these emails could be sent from and responses to.

A recommendation was made to consider creating a primer that is designed for people who have no idea about financial aid. This is because we don’t want to leave a legislator empty handed. The committee had already planned on creating a “script” of sorts that could easily be tailored to something to leave with legislators.

A question was raised as to if the visits were for federal or state legislators, for example, Rob Andrews or Rush Holt. Once the committee is formed, we will see how we are able to meet those goals.

Committee Goals
· To assist in building a relationship between NJASFAA members and legislators
· To create lines of communication between NJASFAA and legislators
· Outreach and education for the NJASFAA community on higher education topics in our government
· Develop future members and leaders within the committee and the Association

Monthly topical email
· We need to change our lingo as communication is key.  We need to be sure to speak using the words of our audience. 
· We need to be sure to include real student examples, and real students where applicable.
· We need to be sure to include numbers where possible, if we can break it down by area that would be helpful as well.

Discussion

Ivon will reach out to Sharon Austin to look into ensuring that local, state, or federal government members are aware of and/or attending a College Goal Sunday event. Examples of these could be a mayor, freeholder, VP or President of College, state or federal legislators, etc.

At the end of the event, we should make sure that we are sending outcomes of the event to the above stakeholders.

A goal when reaching out to stakeholders would be to ensure that we are using numbers, real student outcomes, and students where appropriate.

We need to find out what the individual institutions within the state are doing. 

Much discussion was had regarding the Budget Control Act of 2011 including potential effects on state and federal aid.

Evelynne will reach out to Larry to determine how possible it is to get the dB list for mailmerging outreach to NJASFAA members.

Evelynne will reach out to the post-office to determine how mailing works for various type of newsletters.

Evelynne will reach out to HESAA to get a list of state and federal legislators (from NJ) if they have one.

Mike will reach out to Jean Rash, Fran Andrea and Moise Weisberg in relation to their potential participation in a piece about the BCA of 2011 to put to the membership and to our “friends:.

We would like to reach out to various schools to see what they have done for Gainful Employment and create a resource page on the NJASFAA site.

