PUBLIC RELATIONS
2008-2009 COMMITTEE REPORT
The NJASFAA Public Relations Committee continued its tradition of disseminating timely and accurate information to association members, Federal and State lawmakers, the guidance community, and all others interested in our causes.

The beginning of the fiscal year was devoted to updating NJASFAA’s multi-functional brochure—reflecting the association’s 40 years of service, as well as emphasizing the importance of various committees.  In addition to the 5,000 printed brochures which are available to NJASFAA members for their distribution, an electronic version was forwarded to NASFAA 2009 Leadership Conference participants, many of whom were interested in developing publications for their own state and regional associations.

While the committee was highly visible at association events with our cameras, our duties extended beyond the posting of images on the NJASFAA website.  To supplement the already-posted session presentations, we summarized the Fall 2008 Conference, both as a reminder to attendees and as a news bulletin to non-attendees.  We were also an integral part of NJ College Goal Sunday 2009, from coordinating the collection of images from all nine sites, to co-developing with HESAA a joint release to the New Jersey press corps, to providing feedback to site coordinators with questions about local press coverage.
Late in the fiscal year, we had the opportunity—during the aforementioned Leadership Conference in Washington, DC—to meet with two legislators from New Jersey.  After expressing gratitude to Congressman Payne and Senator Lautenberg’s advisor for their support of the recent stimulus package, we expressed concern about President Obama’s FY10 budget proposal and its effects on Federal Student Aid programs.  We concluded the Hill visits by offering ourselves as resources on FSA-related issues.

The Public Relations Committee looks forward to continued collaboration with NJASFAA committees in its efforts to promote our common services.
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