NJASFAA Training Committee Meeting Notes

Montclair State University

September 22, 2006

Members in Attendance:  James Pegg, Sharon Austin, Jean Brine, Derek Gatling, Patricia Guli, Tammi Hussey, Patricia Maderos, Elena McClelland, Christine Petersen, Tanya Williams
The meeting began at 10:15 am.

Committee Chair:

· Allowed for a personal introduction by all committee members present

· Announced that Anthony Pizzuti, committee member, and wife had a baby girl in September.  Wife and baby are well.  Recommended that wishes be sent by the Sunshine Committee

· Reminded members that travel can be reimbursed by NJASFAA with proper documentation, receipts, etc. if individual companies were not reimbursing members.

· Requested that a member volunteer to take meeting minutes.  Tammi Hussey volunteered and will take minutes.

· An Executive Counsel Meeting will be held on September 29, 2006.  Prior meeting indicated that Training Committee has been given a budget of $6,500.  More information to follow.

NASFAA/EASFAA Training:

· A representative who attended verification training by EASFAA in Washington, DC will provide this year’s verification training.  This representative will primarily cover Federal verification.  This may include some mention of the newly offered ACG and SMART Grants.  This years representative will be Gloria Greene.

· NJASFAA will be responsible for the coordination of the event. It is scheduled to be held on October 20, 2006 at Brookdale Community College and begin at 8:30 a.m.

· A NJASFAA or EASFAA representative will handle registration for the event.  Approximately 100 registrants are expected to attend.

· Volunteers are needed to handle the registration table, which will begin at approximately 8:00 a.m.    

Review of 05-06 Trainings:

· Loan Forum

· Held last year at the Bridgewater Manor, Bridgewater, NJ.

· Will plan in the future to make event more appealing to the Financial Aid community.  This includes covering less frequently explored topics as well as recommended topics/sessions that may be of particular interest.

      (    Support Staff

     

(
Will be held again in Spring 2007. 

· Rutgers will be the targeted venue.


( 
State Verification
· Training will not be held this year since we are in an alternative year for this training.

· The location of the event for the following year will be in either Central or Northern New Jersey.  Hosting the event in South Jersey in 05-06 proved unsuccessful primary because of location.  


(
Professional Judgment


· This event will not be repeated this year.

(
Novice Training
· Event scheduled to be held this year.

· Will find out who will be responsible for handling training.
Upcoming and Prospective Events/Projects:


(
Graduate Loan Forum
· Scheduled to be held in Spring 2007.
· Discussed Princeton as a possible event sight.
· Possible items for discussion include alternative loans, graduate plus loans and debt management.  It was also suggested that a member meet with the Graduate Concerns Committee to confirm suggestions and/or make appropriate adjustments based on their current database of concerns.


(
“Sign of the Times” Awareness Conference





(
Possible seminars for the day include:  The “At Risk” Student:  Recognizing Signs and Knowing When to Refer (concerning drugs, alcohol, suicide, depression, etc.) and Disaster Training. 
· Suggested that members contact their on-campus counseling centers and police departments (D.A.R.E. units) for volunteers/participants and donated information.

· These findings will be discussed at the next meeting.

· This event is possible for Spring 2007.


(
One-Stop-Shop/Enrollment Services

· Gather volunteers to present on their experiences with merging offices.

· Possibly include this topic as a half day session with a second related topic.  

Members should continue to review their assigned State Financial Aid Association.  These ideas should be forwarded, by email, to Pat Guli by October 6, 2006.  

Items Carried Over From 05-06 (to be completed):

· Financial Aid User Groups for Banner, People Soft, SIS Plus, Datatel, CARS, FAME, etc.  

· Idea is that contacts associated with these systems should be listed on NJASFAA website as a reference and support mechanism.  

· An email will be sent out to the FA community requesting volunteer contacts.  Name, phone, email address and corresponding system should be listed.  


(
LearnStudentAid.org

· An explanation of how the program works should be developed.

· Manny will handle this project.


(
Survey

· Email sent to Financial Aid community to gather possible and/or desired training ideas.

· Responses will be treated as entries for a drawing to win a gift card.  One, possibly two winners will be selected.

· Responses should come back to Patricia Guli by 10/15/06.

· Anticipated responses are between 50 and 60.

Upcoming Meeting Dates

· November 20, 2006

· December 15, 2006

· Meetings will be held at either Montclair State University or Union County College based on availability.

Sharon thanked everyone for attending the first meeting.

Meeting ended at 11:55 a.m.

